
What is the USGS Earth MRI Program?

The Earth Mapping Resources Initiative (Earth MRI) is a 

collaboration between the US Geological Survey and the 

Association of American State Geologists. Its goals are:

• Improve knowledge of the geological framework of the US

• Identify areas in the US that have potential to contain 

undiscovered critical mineral* resources
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*“a non-fuel mineral or mineral material essential to the economic and national 

security of the United States, which has a supply chain that is vulnerable to 

disruption, and that serves an essential function in the manufacturing of a 

product, the absence of which would have significant consequences for the US 

economy or national security.”                                (82 FR 60835, 12/26/2017)

The Minnesota Earth MRI collaboration involves the Minnesota 

Geological Survey, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 

and the Natural Resources Research Institute



Minnesota Earth MRI Focus Area Descriptions
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