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Mineland Reclamation: Eagle Ridge Golf Course

e The city of Coleraine improved the golf cart paths at Eagle Ridge Golf

| Course, a municipal-owned 18-hole public facility built on old mining
stockpiles and overlooking Trout Lake.

¢ The project entailed surfacing a portion of the cart paths with crushed
concrete and other portions with bituminous asphalt. The mining-
impacted land on which the course is built was used generations ago as
a storage site for overburden and non-essential stockpile materials
placed there by trains serving the nearby taconite mine. The result was
iron ore stains on areas of the course that was mitigated by developing
golf cart paths.

e Coleraine is nestled on the north shore of Trout Lake in north central
Minnesota’s Itasca County. It was established as a Canisteo Company
mining town in 1909 and named after Thomas F. Cole who was once the
president of Oliver Mining Company. With a population now of 2,007
Coleraine offers abundant fishing, hunting, outdoor recreation and
winter skiing at Mt. Itasca to residents and tourists.

¢ The golf course opened in 1996 as an economic development project.
Coleraine was stagnating with the decline of nearby taconite mining and
the transition of economic activity to larger neighboring cities. New
highway construction funneled vehicular traffic easily through and past
Coleraine. The golf course was developed to attract residents through
new housing options adjacent to outdoor recreation.

e Since 1996 over 170 new homes have been built in Coleraine, and 71 of
those are directly around the golf course. The course has 172 members,
20,000 rounds played per year, and over 30 employees during the golf
season. Eagle Ridge has a pro shop, practice range, clubhouse, bar and
restaurant. The course was recognized as one of the top destinations in
the PGA Professional’s Guide to Travel publication and was rated in the
“Top 10” golf courses in northeastern Minnesota by Star Tribune.

¢ The impact of the golf course on Coleraine and surrounding areas has
been tremendous. The new homes have added to the local tax base,
and the golf course has added to the economy and quality of life in the
region.

¢ Eagle Ridge is an excellent example of how mining-impacted land can be
transformed into development that improves a community.

Before and after photos of the cart path courtesy of Michael Andrews

Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation provides funding to assist with highly

visible development and restoration of mining-impacted lands in northeastern Minnesota.
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