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Mineland Reclamation: The Quarry Golf Course

3 ¢ Longyear Co. discovered the Pickands Mather
property in the 1920s which contained
extremely high value hematite with nearly 70%
iron.

¢ The federal government would not allow
mining due to its location near Wynne and
Embarrass lakes. The natural flow of a river
between the two lakes would be disrupted by
mining.

e During World War Il the government allowed
Lake Mining Co. to extract the rich ore for
national defense purposes.

¢ Lake Mine operated 1944-1964. It closed in
after 18 million tons of ore were extracted and
shipped.

¢ The company was then mandated to restore
the natural lake chain flow. The lake chain flow
remains bypassed, and today State Highway 135
spans over the original flow location.

e The Quarry opened in 2003 on the site of Lake
Mine and a former sand quarry and iron ore
mine. It has been ranked every year in the top
20 public golf courses in America.

¢ The topography sets it apart from any other
public course in the Midwest. Golfers playing
The Quarry will traverse through vast Iron
Range vistas. Dramatically raised tees and
hazards are forged from the reclaimed and
repurposed mine land.

The Quarry at Giants Ridge received from Golf
Digest the coveted 2021 “Editors’ Choice
Award” in the “Best Golf Resorts in the
Midwest” category. Giants Ridge was one of
nine facilities in the Midwest and the only one
in Minnesota to earn the award.

Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation provides funding to assist with highly

visible development and restoration of mining-impacted lands in northeastern Minnesota.
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