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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The world's largest open pit Iron ore mine and a national historic landmark.Currently owned by the city of Hibbing and operated seasonally as a mine overlook parkConservative estimates of 25,000 visitors annually



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The open pit site has long been referred to as the “Grand Canyon of the north.” The landscape was created over the past 120 years and covers 5,000 acres. It is eight miles wide east to west and 3.5 miles north to south. Since mining began in Hibbing in 1892, more than 1.4 billion tons of earth has been moved from the Hull Rust site, about the equivalent of digging a narrow tunnel from Minnesota through the center of the Earth, and out the side. Over 30 separate open pit and underground mines have operated on the site throughout the years.



The Past
Mine View - Established in 1990s.
Project was initiated by the City and the 
Hibbing Historical Society



1997 – Old Mine View

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hibbing’s Hull Rust Mahoning Open Mine Pit, again, is one of the largest in the world, it has never stopped its expansion since the discovery of iron ore 150 years ago. The City of Hibbing, no stranger to the effects of  the expanding mine, was once hailed as “The Town that Moved”. Today, this journey continues coinciding with the relocation of the Hull Rust Mine View Overlook. 



2017 – Start of Relocation

• The relocation was prompted by Hibbing 
Taconite extending its mine pit into an area 
that was primarily owned by the company. 

• The previous mine view had been at that 
location for years, through a lease agreement 
with Hibbing Taconite. 

• The city of Hibbing and Hibbing Taconite 
agreed to a land swap to accommodate both 
the new viewing area and some additional 
property for future mining.



2017 Federal Imagery



2023 St. Louis County Imagery



The Present

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past 6-7 years, phase one was accomplished when the groundwork for a new overlook park was completed. The new overlook site now provides a 360-degree viewing access of Hibbing Taconite's mine operations and the historic City of Hibbing. It is a beautiful setting and a great tourist attraction for the City of Hibbing with access to the Mesabi Trail and other local attractions. Phase II of this project was the placement of the footings for the construction of 2 buildings. That now brings us to where we are at currently. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phase III of the Hull Rust Mine View project consists of the design and construction of two structures that will serve as the new visitor’s center overlooking the taconite mine. Building number one is approximately nine hundred (900) square feet and will be used for display of historical artifacts, maps, and artwork. This structure also includes a cantilevered outdoor balcony overlooking the mine. Building number two is approximately twenty-three hundred (2,300) square feet and includes an exhibit hall, main reception area, a gift shop and space for restrooms as well as an outdoor balcony overlooking the mine. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The interior design has an industrial feel with large floor to ceiling windows to get an excellent view of the mine pit and ongoing mining operations.



The Future:
Concept Design of Exhibition Space

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the buildings nearing completion, the interior work isn’t complete. The exhibition space is being designed in collaboration with the Hibbing Historical Society and Science Museum of MN and potentially installed in the summer of 2025, or as funding permits. We are still currently looking for donations and soliciting outside funding to complete the interior exhibition space.



Concept Design of Exhibition Space



The former Hull Rust Mine View visitor center building made the move from North 
Hibbing to the St.  Louis County Fairgrounds in Chisholm. The City donated the 
structure to the fair board. Fol lowing some renovations and remodeling, it  wil l  be 
repurposed as off ices. 



THANK YOU

Nick Arola
City Services Director
218-421-5565
nickarola@hibbingmn.gov

Greg Pruszinske
City Administrator
218-421-5565
gregpruszinske@hibbingmn.gov
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